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expected to be the head and soul.    It was only ex-
pected that he should devote a year or two to this
work, and lie hoped in that time to secure an inde-
pendence which would enable him to devote himself
to his astronomical  pursuits  without further inter-
ruption.    At  that day railroads  were  built mostly
from   subscriptions   to   the   stock   by   the   counties
through which  it   was   expected to   pass.    Mitchel
made a tour of the  route, speaking to the farmers
who were to vote the county subscriptions.    When
the officers of the road found themselves loaded with
several millions of such securities, they issued bonds
secured by a   first mortgage upon all  the property
of the road, and Professor Mitchel was induced  to
attempt their sale in Europe.

In February, 1853, he sailed for Liverpool on the
old Collins line steamer, Atlantic. He had felt so
keenly the separation from his family during his pre-
vious trip in 1842, that he resolved to take his wife
and children with him, expecting that his stay might
be indefinitely prolonged.

At London Mitchel called on Mr. George Peabody,
the  eminent   banker   and  philanthropist.     Having
occasion for a family physician, Mr. Peabody recom-
mended  Dr. Henry Holland, afterwards   very well
known in America, and the introduction resulted in
a   very  pleasant   acquaintance.     Dr.   Holland   had
travelled  over  nearly every country in   the world.
He had read Professor Mitchel's  writings, and had
published some scientific notes himself.    Mitchel had
made experiments on Personal Equation, or differ-
ences in the individual faculty of observation.    He
had measured the difference in time required in two
different people, on seeing an object, for the brain to
